CHAPTER V
SIR GOOROODASS AT BERHAMPORE

Raja Prasanna Narain Deb of Sovabazar was
then the Dewan of the Nawab Nazini of Murshida-
bact. The salary attached to that post was Rs. 2,500
per month and, next to the Nawab, he was the most
influential man in the estate. He was a friend of
SirGooroodass's uncle and gave a very kind welcome
to young Gooroodass on his arrival at Berhampur,
where he remained as the guest of the Raja for
some time. Sir Gooroodass was good enough to
relate to us some of the interesting reminiscences
of his acquaintance with the Nawab Nazim of
Murshidabad and his affairs, which may not prove
uninteresting to my readers.

In those days, there was a Political Agent
attached to the Murshidabad Court and Mr. W. B.
Buckle (a brother of the celebrated historian)
held that high office at the time of Sir Gooroodass's
first visit to Berhampore. One of Sir Gooroodass's
distant relations, Babu Prem Chandra Mookerjee,
was a clerk in the office of the Political Agent. He was
a man of truth and independent character and he
never failed to speak out his mind to his master
whenever occasion required. Sir Gooroodass told
us that once upon a time, Mr. Buckle in conversation
with his clerk, expressed the opinion that the Ben-
galis were not a truthful people and concluded